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Dr. Albert Kwokwo BARUME 

 
 
 
PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 
Name: BARUME, ALBERT KWOKWO  
 
Nationality: Democratic Republic of the Congo 
 
Gender: MALE 
 
Date of birth: 14/10/1966 
 
Tel (whatsapp):  +243 8264 44329 
 
Email: nmkra@hotmail.com 
 
SKILLS SUMMARY 
 
I bring over 25 years of experience working for the African Union, the United 
Nations, international non-governmental organizations, universities and private sector 
on indigenous peoples’ rights, environmental and labor standards. Latest relevant 
assignments include lead investigator for the UN Security Council on Mali, Country 
Director for Global Witness, Resource Extraction Monitoring (REM) and Forest 
Monitor in several African countries and ILO’s Senior Specialist on indigenous 
peoples. Former Chairperson on the United Nations Experts Mechanism on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP) for 3 years, and former Expert on indigenous 
peoples’ issues for the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights for over 
10 years.  
 
         
EDUCATION 
 

Ø Ph.D. in Law, University of Essex, United Kingdom. Focus indigenous 
peoples’ rights in Africa, (September 1999 - July 2003) 
 

Ø Master (MEM) in Environmental Management, Yale University, 
USA; with focus on Natural resources management; the link between 
natural resources and conflict; and Contemporary issues in Africa 
including global security. (August 2014 - June 2015) 
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Ø Certificate in humanitarian law (Practice of humanitarian law in armed 
conflicts: evolution, case studies and perspectives); Harvard University 
and CIRC, Boston, USA. (July 2001) 

 
Ø LLM in international Human Rights Law; University of Essex, United 

Kingdom. Focus on general international human rights law, Refugee law, 
Law of armed conflicts, Child law, Social, economic and cultural rights, 
and Regional human rights mechanisms. (September 1997 – September 
1998) 

 
Ø Licence in Law (LLB), University of Kinshasa, D.R. Congo (September 

1984 - July 1993) 
 
 
LANGUAGES  
 

Ø English (fluent)  
Ø French (fluent)  
Ø Swahili (fluent)  
Ø Mashi (fluent) 
Ø Lingala (fluent). 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Ø January 2022 - onwards: Regional Expert for the Security Council Sanctions 

Committee on Mali, Security Council, United Nations, New York Headquarters, 
New York,  

 
Ø October 2019 – September 2021: Coordinator and Regional Expert for the 

Security Council Sanctions Committee on Mali, Security Council, United 
Nations, New York Headquarters, New York,  

As regional expert, my tasks include: 
§ Undertaking country and regional missions and independent 

investigations, notably in Mali and in its neighboring countries of 
Sahel region, to collect information and do researches on individuals or 
entities whose acts or omissions obstruct the implementation of the 
Malian Peace and Reconciliation Agreement signed in Algiers in 2015; 

§ Establishing networks of contacts in Mali and the Sahel region, 
including within governments, UN field personnel, civil society 
organizations, private sector, community leaders, religious leaders, 
academics, journalists and researchers; 

§ Leading investigations and contributing with substance to the Panel 
reports to the Security Council;  

§ Providing technical briefing to executive members of the UN and 
major Security Council actors  

 
Ø October 2018 – September 2019: Regional Expert for the Security Council 

Sanctions Committee on Mali, United Nations, New York Headquarters, New 
York,  
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As regional expert, my tasks include: 
• Planning and supervising implementation of the Panel’s missions, 

meetings, drafting and submission of reports;  
• Overseeing liaison between the Panel and: the Secretariat in New 

York, the Committee, member States, and other stakeholders, 
• Supporting other Panel members’ investigations, 
• Making presentations and briefings to the Security Council and its 

Committee Members 
• Ensuring communications on behalf of the Panel, including with public 

and private medias. 
 

Ø April 2019: Visiting Professor at University of Colorado Law School, 
Colorado, USA. Teachings included: Indigenous peoples’ rights in Africa, 
Transnational corporations’ responsibility for human rights; Global schemes and 
initiatives to combat illegal trafficking in minerals and threat to international 
security; and Developing international norms to address governance and conflicts-
related issues in the extractive industry sector. I covered also the African human 
rights system and its interaction with global development issues. 

 
Ø September 2017 – to date: Lecturer, Department of Peace and conflicts 

transformation; Université Evangelique en Afrique (UEA), Bukavu, DR Congo:  
I lead research on human rights issues, including the link between exploitation of 
natural resources and development. As lecturer and researcher within the 
University’s Department of Peace, Conflict Transformation and Development, my 
researches focus on the relevance of development programmes to local 
communities and indigenous peoples; the roles of the private sector in developing 
countries and how the depletion or mismanagement of natural resources or lack of 
economic opportunities particularly for the youth can fuel conflicts and instability 
in many developing countries. I have also taken on the course on international 
humanitarian law, which discusses also intersections between international law 
and exploitation of natural resources. 

 
 
Ø February 2017: Visiting Professor at University of Colorado Law School, 

Colorado, USA. Teachings include: Transnational corporations’ responsibility for 
human rights; Global schemes and initiatives to combat illegal trafficking in 
minerals and threat to international security; and Developing international norms 
to address governance and conflicts-related issues in the extractive industry sector. 

 
Ø September 2001 to date: Lecturer for an advanced course on indigenous 

peoples’ rights in Africa, University of Pretoria Human Rights Centre/South 
Africa; Based on my field in many conflict affected contexts across Africa, I have 
covered research-oriented courses on; African States’ practices, trends regarding 
natural resources and lands-related conflicts in Africa; indigenous peoples’ rights, 
business and human rights and African human rights mechanisms and systems. 

 
Ø January 2015- to date: Chairperson and Independent Expert representing 

Africa on the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
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(EMRIP), a subsidiary organ of the United Nations Human Rights Council 
(HRC), Geneva, Switzerland 

 
As Independent Expert representing Africa and Chairperson of the Expert 
Mechanism of Human Rights Council:  

 
§ I provide advice to Human Rights Council through reports on specific 

human rights issues, including on human rights issues affecting 
indigenous and marginalized groups; 

§ I undertake evidence-based researches in response to requests by the 
Human Rights Council; 

§ I coordinate the overall work and research of the other six Expert 
Members representing Latin America, Asia, Pacific, Artic, Europe and 
North America; 

§ I regularly brief the Human Rights Council on the outcome of the 
research undertaken and make recommendations on the way forward to 
address specific human rights challenges; 

§ I engage the Human Rights Council bureau and hold meetings Member 
States to discuss numerous issues, including draft resolutions of the 
Human Rights Council; 

§ I hold closed debriefing meetings with African Ambassadors in 
Geneva and interact with numerous African States representatives, on 
a number of issues including activities of armed groups and local 
militias impacting the human rights situation on the continent; 

§ I undertake technical assessment missions to the various regions; 
§ I conduct technical assistance-focused country missions on request by 

Member States, mostly in Africa; 
§ I contribute to specific processes of the Human Rights Council, 

including closed-door discussions on key human rights issues; 
 

Achievements by my mandate as Chairperson of the Expert Mechanism for 
the Human Rights Council include: successful coordination of the process of 
revision of the Expert Mechanism’s mandate by the Human Rights Council in 
2016. To that end, I led key negotiations phases; seeking views from and 
discussing with Member States, organizing technical workshops, and 
coordinating the final negotiations of the revised mandate Resolution by the 
Human Rights Council. 

 
Ø April 2006 – November 2015: Independent Expert for the African 

Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR), Banjul, The 
Gambia 

 
For over eight years, I worked as independent human rights Expert to the 
African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights: 

§ I undertook fact-finding country missions and investigations and 
analyzed specific human rights situations in over twenty African 
countries, including Mauritania, Mali, Ivory Coast, Cameroon, Central 
African Republic, etc. These include in-country and cross-border 
human rights violations and abuses committed by government forces, 
non-state actors, as well as extremist groups ;  
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§ I provided technical assistance and support to member States, national 
human rights institutions, judiciary and other stakeholders. This 
includes training over 100 judges and lawyers in Tanzania; 

§ I provided technical advice to African Member States’ delegates and 
participants in international processes, including within the United 
Nations. I made core presentations to African representatives at the 
World Bank in Washington DC on key human rights issues relevant to 
development project financing in Africa; 

§ I participated in human rights dialogues in Africa, including with those 
involved in armed groups. As Expert for the African Commission, I 
have for instance participated in human rights dialogues with actors 
involved in conflicts in Central African Republic, DR Congo, Mali, 
Uganda and Chad; 

§ I provided debriefings to bureau of the Commission and other relevant 
African Union organs, including Head of States summit; and produced 
analyses and reports. 

 
Ø January 2017- April 2018: Lead Expert; Assessment for International 

Organization for Migration (IOM) and Panzi Foundation of Dr. Denis 
Mukwege; Bukavu, DR Congo. 
I led an in-depth research and assessment of the protection of women, children 
and internally displaced persons and refugees around mining sites located in 
conflict-affected areas in South Kivu and Katanga provinces in DR Congo. The 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) is partnering with the medical 
doctor Denis Mukwege, globally known for his work on rape as weapon of war, to 
delink armed groups from extractive sector and other moneymaking activities. 
This study focused on understanding the support-networks and sources of incomes 
of numerous armed groups and militias. 

 
Ø March 2014, July 2016: Independent Expert, World Bank:  
 

The World Bank has hired me on several occasions as Independent Expert to 
undertake various research and analyses including: 
§ Investigating and reporting, as part of the World Bank Inspection Panel, on 

allegations of breach of policies by both its Country Team and Government of 
Kenya. These are generally highly sensitive investigations that require 
particular care and skills, 

§ Independently reviewing draft technical reports and assessments. Some of the 
cases involved killings of local people by local militias and armed groups 
operating in the same area where World Bank’s programmes were being 
implemented. 

 
Ø January-September 2017: Conflict, Health and Environmental risk analysis 

and management Expert, DFID/UK, IPE Global, TrippleLine Consulting, 
United Kingdom. 

 
I worked as lead Conflict Analyst Expert by a private sector company based in 
India (IPE-GLOBAL), contracted by DFID to construct a road between Goma and 
Masisi in North Kivu, eastern DR Congo: 
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§ I undertook conflict, health and environmental analysis for a DFID-funded 
road project in Masisi area in Eastern DR Congo, including assessing local 
armed groups’ dynamics, support-networks, sources of incomes with a 
view to providing early warnings to the provincial government and 
project’s donors and partners; 

§ I undertook sensitive field investigations, including interviews with family 
members of active armed groups actors and ex combatants;  

§ I advised the Government, private company in charge of building the road 
and implementing CSOs on conflict prevention and mitigation measure to 
implement around the project; and 

§ I drafted an analytical report which explored ways of preventing that the 
project did not impact the coexistence between the communities in the 
region; and made briefings to the DRC Government and to DFID. 

 
Ø March 2016 and May 2017: Lead Assessment Expert UN-DESA, Governments 

of Uganda and Kenya; United Nations Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs (DESA) in collaboration with both governments of Uganda and Kenya. 
 
I was hired by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
(DESA) as Lead Assessment Expert on a number of times:  

§ I undertook country research and assessments of the legal, policy and 
administrative frameworks for the protection of specific local 
communities affected by conflict in Kenya and Uganda. This work 
included investigations in areas such Karamoja and Turkana that had 
been affected by conflicts and where several local militias are active;  

§ I analyzed the cross-border/regional dimension of the conflict in 
Karamoja and Turkana areas; 

§ I provided updates and debriefing to UN-DESA and relevant 
Governments’ institutions; 

§ I wrote and submitted independent reports. 
 
Ø February 2014: Independent Legal reviewer; The Government of Kenya 

and TNC. 
 

Following a global outcry against alleged killings of Samburu local 
communities by allegedly Kenyan police forces in collusion with the biggest 
US conservation agency (TNC), I was appointed to undertake an independent 
research and review of the incident. My tasks included: Undertaking country 
visit and field investigation to independently assess allegations of killing of 
communities’ members by Government police forces, in complicity with a 
private sector actor. I held hearings and debriefings with key stakeholders, 
including government officials, community leaders, and other actors; and 
drafted an independent review report. 

 
Ø July 2010- July 2014: Senior Specialist and Coordinator International 

labour Organisation, (ILO), Geneva, Switzerland 
 

I successfully carried out the following responsibilities: 
§ Coordinating an ILO global programme on ILO Standards in 11 Latin 

American countries, as well as in Nepal, Bangladesh, the Philippines, 
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Cambodia, South Africa, Namibia, Cameroon and Central African 
Republic; 

§ Overseeing and coordinating field investigations and researches on 
specific human rights issues; 

§ Providing on-request comments to Governments’ policies and 
programmes, 

§ Providing technical assistance, including through policy advice and 
training, to indigenous peoples, governments, development partners 
and United Nations Country Teams (UNCTs); 

§ Reviewing and assessing member states’ compliance with labour and 
human rights standards; 

§ Providing debriefings and speaking notes to ILO’s high officials; 
§ Representing the ILO in relevant United Nations and international 

processes and initiatives; and 
§ Coordinating reports publication in line with the programme under my 

responsibility. 
 

Ø January 2002 - July2010: Country Director for law enforcement 
programmes, Global Witness and Resource Extraction Monitoring (REM). 

 
Global Witness and Resource Extraction Monitoring are two world-known 
international organisations working among others on organised economic 
crimes in mining, oil, forestry and other sectors. For over 8 years, I worked for 
these two international organisations as Country Director, focusing on the 
forestry sector, which is the second main source of national incomes for the 
majority of country in central African sub- region: 

 
§ Coordinated investigations into tax evasion, money laundering, illegal 

activities by private companies in forestry sector in Cameroon, DR 
Congo and Congo-Brazzaville; 

§ I undertook in-depth research tracing origin of investment money, 
shareholders and end-users market. Global Witness used specific 
software and computer programmes that could establish far-reaching 
links and traffic networks, including links between timber sector in 
Africa with arms trafficking networks in DR Congo for instance; 

§ I documented cases and allegations of corruption by Governments’ 
officials in the region. I for instance, successfully triggered the biggest 
ever prosecution of a foreign logging company owner by Iranians 
nationals and collusion with Government officials in Cameroon. 
Following this case, the company assets were seized and a number of 
its managers either arrested or deported; 

§ I undertook regular analysis and mapping of sub-regional traffic 
networks of illegal trade in timber and related products. I for instance 
successfully mapped out an organised criminal network exporting 
timber from Cameroon as Central Africa Republican timber for tax 
evasion purposes; and 
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§ I regularly reported to high Governments’ officials, key diplomatic 
missions and the World Bank as stakeholders in the anti corruption and 
money laundering programme; 

 
Ø September 1991 – October 1996: Legal and Investigation Officer, Heritiers 

de la Justice (NGO), Bukavu, Democratic Republic of Congo.  
 

For over five years, I led a human rights monitoring, investigation and 
capacity building programme in South- Kivu, DR Congo. After being trained 
as human rights investigators by specialized organizations, I headed a team 
that undertook sensitive and high-risks investigations, documenting for 
instance killings by Mobutu regime of political opponents, member of 
minority communities and extra judicial killings of suspected members of 
armed movements. I identified patterns of human rights violations through 
review and analysis of information gathered, built and sustained networks of 
contacts for information gathering purposes. I followed up on cases of 
arbitrary arrests and detention, negotiated access to detention centers.  I 
produced daily, weekly, monthly, and special reports, as well as briefing 
notes, including on Sexual and Gender-based violence, arrests and detentions, 
administration of Justice, attacks on civilians, violations of child rights, as 
well as on violations of Economic, Social and Cultural rights. I contributed to 
the capacity building activities, including sensitization and training for law 
enforcement officials and Civil Society Organizations. 

 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Ø Unaccounted for: Indigenous peoples as victims of conflicts in Africa, in Elsa 

Stamatopoulu, 2017, Indigenous Peoples’ rights and unreported struggles: Conflict 
and peace, Institute for the Study of Human Rights, Colombia University 

Ø Reinstating traditional values and cultures as pillars of a people centered 
development in Africa, 2017, PROLAW Student Journal of Rule of Law for 
Development, Vol.4,   

Ø Land rights of indigenous peoples in Africa, 2010 and 2014, IWGIA, Copenhagen; 
Ø Responding to the concerns of the African States in Claire Charters and Rodolfo 

Stavenhagen, Making the Declaration work: The Significance of the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, IWGIA, 2009; 

Ø Situation of indigenous peoples in Cameroon and Central African Republic, in The 
Indigenous World, 2007 

Ø Indigenous peoples battling for land: The case of the Ogiek of Kenya, in Joshua 
Castellino and Niamh Walsh, International law and indigenous peoples, Martinus 
Nijhoff Publishers, Boston, 2005; 

Ø Cadre légal pour la protection des droits des peuples autochtones au Cameroun, 
International Labour Organisation (ILO), Geneva, 2005 ; 

Ø Ressources naturelles, droites de l’homme et reconstruction de la République 
Démocratique du Congo, Cahiers des droits de l’homme, Héritiers de la Justice, 
Bukavu, 2004. 
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